
Dear friends and colleagues, 

We hope that you are all well and continuing to keep safe. We thought we would get in touch to send a message 
of solidarity and to say that we are standing alongside in support of anyone who has found the last few weeks 
difficult and upsetting in light of recent events.  

We, like many of you, were very sad to hear reports of the death of Sarah Everard, a 33-year-old marketing 
executive who graduated from St Cuthbert’s Society, Durham University, with a degree in human geography in 
2008. Sarah was born in Surrey, but grew up in Heslington, York, with her two older siblings before attending 
Durham University, where she was a “popular and lively” student with a “large friendship group,” and then 
settling into London life as a marketing executive. According to her friends, despite the pandemic she was a 
positive person, who had recently got into online exercise classes and looked forward to seeing friends and 
family in York after lockdown ended.  

Her friend, Holly Morgan, described Sarah as someone who “was sunshine and light, and made you feel warm 
and good and safe.” Holly knew that when she met Sarah that it was “love at first sight, but with a friend.” She 
added, “you meet a fellow woman and go, ‘I love you, and I don’t know you yet properly, but I know that I’m 
going to love you.’ And it was one of those things.” 

Another friend, India Rose, described her as “open, honest,” and “unflinching in her ability to listen and 
empathize.” A university friend, Rose Wollard, described her as “an exceptional friend, dropping everything to 
be there to support her friends, whenever they need her.” And her parents, Jeremy and Sue, alongside her 
siblings, described her as “bright and beautiful — a wonderful daughter and sister.” “She always put others first 
and had the most amazing sense of humour,” they said. “She was strong and principled and a shining example to 
us all.” 

Sadly we, like many of you, only began to hear reports of who Sarah was after many people on social media 
drew attention to the fact that she had disappeared whilst walking home to Brixton, shortly after speaking with 
her partner on the phone. We had hoped that she would be found alive but unfortunately she was not. A police 
officer has been arrested on suspicion of murder.  

We, alongside all of you, mourn the life of Sarah Everard. We also mourn the lives of many other women who 
have died in suspicious circumstances, including Blessing Olusegun, Wenjing Lin, Bibaa Henry, Nicole 
Smallman,Tiprat Argatu, Anna Ovsyannikova, Amy-Leanne Stringfellow and Joy Morgan. Whilst people of all 
gender identities suffer violence the UK-based Femicide Census group have noted that on average a woman is 
killed by a man every 3 days. Many of these women are killed by men they know. And a survey conducted 
by UN Women UK suggests that 97% of women, aged 18-24, have experienced some form of sexual 
harassment. 

We stand in solidarity with all survivors. 

Moreover, although we do not profess to have the answers to these issues we, at the Oxford Feminist 
Jurisprudence Discussion Group, take these facts and figures seriously. We will strive to that ensure we host 
more group discussions on how we can all fight against violence and sexual violence. 

We hope our open discussions, where all are invited to participate in a safe and welcoming space, might help 
contribute to a fairer and more equal world for everyone.  
As Kayleigh Bryan, a childhood friend of Sarah’s said in a Facebook post on 11th March:  

“Be the change you want to see, it will take us all. ” 

And these words for us, and we hope many of you, are words to live by. 

With love and solidarity, 

Seun, Ellie, Marlies, Chelsea and Anna-Mira.  

 


